THE  SUICIDE  OF THE  OLD  ORDER
unformed movement which they could shape in accordance
with their own ideas. In spite of its manifest defects, National
Socialism offered opportunities of pursuing initiatives in which
the Young Conservatives were interested. The very name of
its general objective, "The Third Reich," was a slogan of the
Young Conservatives, the title of a book published in 1922 by
Moeller van den Bruck.
Many Conservatives who had become spiritually homeless
found their way into the ranks of National Socialism, from
the very best of motives and in perfect good faith They
certainly did not do so for the sake of its programme, which
was all too plainly a mixture of inconsistencies and simple
nonsense. They joined it for its resoluteness and its "moral
energy." They put up with its revolutionary desperadoes,
thinking that the movement would rid itself of its dross, and
they put up with its demagogic propaganda. In joining the
party they felt that they were gaining the one thing that was
lacking in their own more intellectual political position, the
approach they wanted to the practical politics of the day and
to the controlling elements in politics. The lack of tangible
instruments of power, the inadequacy of "brotherhoods" and
the like, those groups of army-less leaders, was revealed at the
moment when the gravity of the general situation made action
essential. They felt more or less clearly that their ideas needed
correction by touch with political realities, and they were
eager to get down to practical sendee. In one respect they
were profoundly in error in joining National Socialism, in the
idea that demagogy can be overthrown by demagogic means,
revolutionary disintegration ended by a revolutionary act.
Our toleration, even temporarily, even with suspended judg-
ment, of invasions of right and humanity and of the inviolability
of the person, was a mistake arising from fundamentally wrong
conceptions of the nature of National Socialist realism, and
created the atmosphere in which persons of the highest